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Prax or ViLLace CexTeR showing railway tracks
depressed and proposed grouping of public build-
(See bird's-eye-view, frontispiece.)



PLAN OF WINNETKA

(3) Locate the Fire Station as shown on the plan, facing on Oak Street,
and on the balance of the property now owned by the Village build offices
and stores.

(4) Set back the Linden Street frontage line between Elm and Oak
Streets 50 feet, and thus provide additional park space and ample roadways
both for local and other traffic.

(5) Set back the north frontage line of Qak Street 14 feet for one block,
thus making Oak Street between Linden and Chestnut streets 80 feet wide,
equal to Elm Street.

(6) Secure the co-operation of all the owners of property in this block
in making this Village Hall block convenient and ornametal. First, by
having all buildings abutting on Linden Street rebuilt in an attractive
manner and so as to harmonize with the Village Hall; and second, by im-
proving the rear of all the buildings in the block and enclosing back yards
and alleys by an ornamental wall, thus creating an open grass court in the
center of the block over which the rear windows of the Village Hall would
look toward the Horace Mann School site.

(7) It is believed that this rearrangement of this block can be accom-~
plished at a minimum of cost and that while a portion of it would be appro-
priated to street and village uses, the remaining property would be enhanced
in value by this orderly development.

REARRANGEMENT OF BUSINESS PROPERTY ON EAST SIDE
It is proposed to effect a rearrangement of the block (Prouty Block) lying
immediately east of the Railroad Station with a view to its larger and
more efficient use for business purposes. To this end the following recom-
mendations are made:

(1) Set back the frontage opposite the railroad 55 feet and thus create
a business street of ample width parallel to the railroad. This street, with
the extension of Wilson Street from Willow to Oak Streets, will become
part of a through route and thereby the property abutting on this street
will become more valuable for business purposes.

(2) The prominence of this frontage makes it most desirable that the
permanent buildings thereon should be of uniform and attractive archi-
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The Boal Block at the corner of Elm and Lincoln Streets—An especially good
example of attractive and harmonious treatment of a suburban business block.

Lake Forest transformed its ugly business frontage into this pleasing square.
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PLAN OF WINNETKA

tecture. The central building should be somewhat more prominent than
the others and should be in line with the center of the Village Hall. This
central building is designated on the plan as **Post Office.”

(3) Utilize the center of this block for garages which will be reached
from an alley or minor street running from Oak Street to Elm Street. It is
important that some convenient area should be provided where garages can
be built off of the principal business streets. With the frontage of the
eastern half of the Prouty Block rearranged as indicated, and eventually
covered by stores, the garages placed in the center of the block would be
concealed from view and wholly unobjectionable.

RAILROAD STATION  With the blocks to the east and west of the
Railroad Station developed as proposed, the location and character of the
future Station becomes important. The plan assumes that the tracks will
be depressed and that the Station will be built over the tracks. The central
line of the waiting room should be on the east and west middle line of the
Village Hall and Post Office.

The general appearance of the Village Hall Square will be greatly im-
proved by rebuilding the stations of the Electric Road and generally har-
monizing, as built or rebuilt, the fronts of all buildings.

With the depression of the railroad tracks an unusual opportunity would
be offered for the location of a fountain or other commemorative monument

in the triangular park west of the Station.

Community Theater and Auditorium

The plan also proposes a gradual development for public uses of the
entire block now occupied in part by the Horace Mann School. It having
been determined that the Main School for the upper grades will be built on
the twelve acres at the corner of Oak and Glendale streets, the Horace
Mann School will eventually be replaced with a comparatively small school
for the younger children of the immediate neighborhood. There will, there-
fore, be room on this block (assuming that all of it is acquired) for a Com-
munity Auditorium and Theater. The location for this purpose is perfect,
being convenient to the Railroad Station but far enough away to escape
the chief noises of the railroad.

The buildings on this block, which are referred to as a matter of con-
venience as “Community Center,” can be arranged so as to provide not only
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COMMUNITY THEATER AND AUDITORIUM

Winxerka PusrLic Lirary

an ample setting for themselves, but also an open space for recreation in
the center. This playground has been designed so that it would virtually
be an extension of the court which is established in the block to the east,
thus connecting the Community Auditorium directly with the Village Hall
and making the united facilities available for village and municipal purposes.

The Plan briefly outlined above should not be taken as final in detail.
It is a general study of the present situation and is susceptible of modifi-
cation as time goes on and new conditions arise.

Of fundamental present importance is the matter of zoning. This prob-
lem should be approached in such a manner that all private interests shall
contribute to the general effect of harmony desired. As the various elements
of this problem have been weighed in their relation to one another and to
the general result in reaching the conclusions outlined in the plan, so also
should any proposed changes be submitted to the same test. In this way
it is believed the Village may be developed in a way which will bring pleasure
and satisfaction to every resident.

Epwarp H. BExNETT,
CONSULTING ARCHITECT.
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