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About the Winnetka 

Historical Society

WHAT WE DO

● Honor and preserve Winnetka’s history

● Gather and share artifacts and stories 
about the Village’s past

● Foster meaningful connections among 
Winnetkans and the broader community

● Manage and preserve two historic 
structures: our Museum & Headquarters at 
411 Linden and the Schmidt-Burnham Log 
House at 1140 Willow.

We are a 501-c3 non-profit organization primarily funded through individual donations. Visit the support page on our website if  you’d 

like to donate and help us continue to preserve and share Winnetka’s unique history! www.winnetkahistory.org/support/



Board and Staff  at WHS

• Board of  Directors 2021

• Peter Butler, President

• Joan Evanich, Vice President

• Holly Marihugh, Secretary

• Christine Murdoch, Treasurer

• Tom Flemma

• Paige Dooley

• Jim Herrmann

• Tim Ring

• Peter Tyor

• Helen Weaver

• Mary Westerman

• Staff  2021

• Mary Trieschmann, Executive Director

• Meagan McChesney, Curator

• Jennifer Miller, Administrative Assistant & 
Designer 



Where can I find general information about 

my Winnetka home? 

900 Greenwood Ave. 

Not sure what you 

want to know? Start 

your search at the 

Winnetka 

Historical Society 

and see where it 

takes you!



Check the WHS 

property files to 

get started

• The Winnetka Historical Society has a file on each 
Winnetka property.

• Property files can be viewed in person during our 
open hours (Tuesday, Thursday 1-4) or by 
appointment.

• Property file contents can be digitized and sent to 
you via email by filling out a research request form 
on our website at:

https://www.winnetkahistory.org/research-request/



What’s in the WHS property files?

900 Greenwood Ave

Built in 1926

Designed by Andrew Paulson

Newspaper clippings

Correspondence 

Historic photographs

Real estate listing slips

AND MUCH 

MORE!



How can I find the original build date?

500 Maple, 1916

Designed by William Aitken



1. Check the Cook County Assessor’s Office 

estimate

1. Enter the address 2. Click on the “Characteristics” 

drop-down menu 

Remember: 

This is an 

estimate!

2021 (this year) –

99 (estimated age) 

= approx. 1922 



2. Check the WHS Digital Architectural 

Survey Database

Build date 

from Winnetka 

Landmark 

Nomination 

form: 1916

Note:

Only about 50% 

of  the houses in 

the Village have 

been surveyed.



3. Look for the 

original building 

permit application

● WHS has a collection of  building 

permit applications ranging from 1914 

to 1922.

● Additional building permit 

applications are located at Village Hall. 

Permit to build 

the residence at 

500 Maple was 

filed on June 21, 

1916

Building permit 

applications can also 

provide information about 

the original owner, 

architect, and builder as 

well! 



4. Search Historic Maps

1896 map of  Winnetka structures with 

411 Linden Street circled in yellow, 

WHS Archives

1914 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map with 411 

Linden Street circled in yellow, Library of  

Congress (loc.gov)



Did you know that 

many of  the Historical Society’s maps are 

available online! 

These can be accessed via our website at: 
winnetkahistory.pastperfectonline.com



5. Look for your street address in 

historic directories

1920 phone book

For example, if  your 

street address is not 

listed in 1920 but it 

is in 1923, your 

house was likely built 

in 1921 or 1922.

A few of  the historic directories in the WHS archives.



Who was the architect/builder?

Building permit applications

WHS architectural survey 

WHS property files



Where can I learn more about the 

architect?

William A. Otis, early 

Winnetka resident and 

architect 660 Prospect, designed by William A. Otis

William A. Otis’ original 

manuscript for “The Otis Family 

in America,” WHS Archives



1. Look for more information in the WHS 

archives and reference library, and on the 

WHS website

“Explore Winnetka Stories” feature on 

Winnetka’s architects
WHS reference library “Architecture” section



2. Search additional resources to learn more 

about the architect

• Art Institute of  Chicago’s architect 
collection

• Chicago Architecture Center

• Landmarks Illinois 

• Chicago History Museum

• American Institute of  Architects 

• Other North Shore history museums

• Google search!The Art Institute of  Chicago’s collection of  

drawings by Spencer Solon Beman.



What is the architectural style?

760 Bryant

Colonial Revival

648 Cherry

American Foursquare

82 Essex

Prairie School



1. Check the WHS property files 

to see if  an architectural survey 

was conducted on your home
● Surveys were conducted in 1976 and 1989, and we are currently 

adding to the digital database at WHS 

● Not every home in Winnetka has been surveyed

The WHS 

digital 

architectural 

survey also 

contains style 

information

1989 architectural survey for 695 Prospect 

conducted by architectural historian Susan 

Benjamin



2. Identify your home’s notable features and 

compare those with popular styles

• A few resources for identifying 
architectural styles and features:

• A Field Guide to American Houses by 
McAlester and McAlester

• What Style Is It? : a guide to American 
Architecture by Poppeliers and 
Chambers

• Winnetka Architecture: Where Past is 
Present: A Guide to Timeless Styles by 
Susan Benjamin

Tip:

Start with styles that 

were most popular in 

Winnetka during the 

decade in which your 

house was built



Who were the previous owners?

Solyman Densmore, 4th owner 

of  411 Linden (1877 – 1880)

Frederick Greeley and family, 1st owners of  695 

Prospect (1889 – 1908) 



1. Check the WHS collection of  historic 

directories

1912 phone book entry for 

478 Ridge

Dr. Alice Barlow Brown, 

previous owner of  478 Ridge
1923 North Shore Directory

Some historic 

directories list the 

owner’s 

occupation, which 

can help you find 

out more about 

them!



2. Look at historic ownership maps and 

logs

1924 Ownership Index to Winnetka, WHS Archives
1861 Ownership Map of  Cook County, 

Library of  Congress



3. Conduct an ownership search at the 

Cook County Recorder of  Deeds

• Recorded documents after October 1, 
1985 can be found online at 
cookcountyclerkil.gov/agency/recordings

• Documents dated before October 1, 1985 
can be viewed at the Cook County 
Recorder of  Deeds office in Chicago

• NOTE: You will need the PIN listed on your 
real estate tax bill, as well as the legal 
description of  your property from your 
purchase documents



4. Conduct an address search on 

Ancestry.com Did you know that 

Ancestry.com is 

available through 

the Winnetka 

Public Library’s 

website?



5. Check the building permits and WHS 

property files

Original building permit application for 

455 Birch, designed by Charles Haag 

and owned by Lola Maverick Lloyd

Village Hall also has 

sewer connection 

permits, building 

addition permits, etc. 

that generally list the 

owner’s name

Real estate brochure for 655 Birch listing the original 

owner as Lola Maverick Lloyd, WHS property file



How can I find out more about previous 

owners?

421 Linden, 1942
Chicago Tribune and Saturday Evening Post articles about the 

disappearance of  Orja Corns, who lived at 421 Linden in 

Winnetka. 



1. Look up the previous owners’ obituaries 

in the Winnetka Talk 

Winnetka Talk obituary for 

Lawrence Muesing, former 

owner of  873 Cherry
WHS Winnetka Talk archivesWinnetka Talk obituary indexes

WHS also houses The 

Messenger, a local 

publication printed 

from 1869-1915 that 

may have some 

information as well



2. Search for the previous owners’ names in 

the Chicago Tribune and on Newspapers.com

Both historic and 

recent Chicago 

Tribune issues are 

available through 

the Winnetka Public 

Library!



3. Search for the previous owner’s names in the 

WHS PastPerfect Museum Collections 

Database 

Letters from Dr. Alice Barlow 

Brown, former owner of  478 

Ridge, to her family in Winnetka 

while serving overseas during 

WWI, WHS Archives



4. Look up the previous owner’s names on 

Ancestry.com

1900 census record for the Densmores, 

former owners of  411 Linden, found 

on Ancestry.com

World War II draft registration card for Merritt 

Starr, former owner of  695 Prospect

WHS also has 

census 

records in the 

digital files 



5. Check the WHS property and reference 

files

Property file for 830 Sheridan Reference file on Henry Demarest Lloyd, 1st

owner of  830 Sheridan



6. Check these additional resources

• Chicago History Museum catalogue

• Book of  Chicagoans

• Some copies available in the WHS 
reference library

• Who’s Who in Chicago

• Some copies available in the WHS 
reference library

• Google search!

Who’s Who in Chicago, 1936



Have any significant events been 

associated with my house? 

• Search the Winnetka Talk, Chicago 

Tribune, and other local publications 

for mentions of  your address

• Check the WHS property files

• Search the WHS PastPerfect database

• Talk to your neighbors and previous 

owners to see if  they know anything

WHS PastPerfect database search result 

for 411 Linden



Is My House on Any Historic Registers, 

Lists, or Databases?

Village of  Winnetka list 

of  Designated Landmarks 

Illinois State Historic Preservation Office’s Historic & 

Architectural Resources Geographic Information System

National Register of  Historic 

Places searchable database



Has my house changed over time? 

Image of  411 Linden from the 

WHS digital files Image of  411 Linden from the 

WHS PastPerfect database

Image of  411 Linden from the WHS 

property file

Building permit 

applications and 

architectural surveys 

may also provide 

information about 

changes to your home!



Additional Common Questions

• Is my home significant?

• We only make a determination on a 
property’s historical or architectural 
significance if  requested by the Village of  
Winnetka Preservation Commission.

• Can I view WHS materials in person?

• Yes! We are open Tuesday and Thursday 
from 1-4pm. You can also contact us at 
curator@winnetkahistory.org to set up an 
appointment. 

• Do you have the original blueprints for my 
house?

• We do not have many sets of  original 
blueprints, but we are happy to check!

•

• If  I have historic materials related to my house, 

former residents or former residents, can I 

donate them to the historical society?

• Yes! If  you’d like to donate materials to 

the Historical Society, please email a 

description and photograph to us at 

curator@winnetkahistory.org. 

• Can I nominate my home to be a Winnetka 

Designated Landmark?

• Yes! You can find the application form on 

the Village of  Winnetka’s website. 

mailto:curator@winnetkahistory.org
mailto:curator@winnetkahistory.org


Thank you and happy researching!

• Have additional questions?

• Contact us at curator@winnetkahistory.org

• Visit us Tuesday and Thursday, 1 – 4 pm

mailto:curator@winnetkahistory.org

